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Bible Reading Challenge

Have you ever noticed how a single verse can stay with you throughout the day? God’s word
has a way of meeting us exactly where we are — offering comfort when we’re weary, guidance
when we’re uncertain, and encouragement when we need hope. As we continue reading through
the Bible, remember that the goal isn’t simply to finish a reading plan. The goal is to spend time
with God and allow scripture to shape our hearts and lives. Whether you’ve been reading from
the beginning or are just considering joining, it’s never too late to start. Every day is a fresh
opportunity to listen to God’s voice. If you would like to receive each day’s chapter along with
a devotional reflection, please sign up through the church office or on the sign-up sheet at the
Welcome Center. We’d love to have you join us on this journey through God’s word.

Sept 1 - 2 Chronicles 1
Sept 2 - 2 Chronicles 2
Sept 3 - Luke 14

Sept 4 - 2 Chronicles 3
Sept 5 - 2 Chronicles 4
Sept 6 - Luke 15

Sept 7 - 2 Chronicles 5
Sept 8 - 2 Chronicles 6
Sept 9 - Luke 16

Sept 10 - 2 Chronicles 7
Sept 11 - 2 Chronicles 8

Sept 12 - Luke 17

Sept 13 - 2 Chronicles 9
Sept 14 - 2 Chronicles 10
Sept 15 - Luke 18

Sept 16 - 2 Chronicles 11
Sept 17 - 2 Chronicles 12
Sept 18 - Luke 19

Sept 19 - 2 Chronicles 13
Sept 20 - 2 Chronicles 14
Sept 21 - Luke 20

Sept 22 - 2 Chronicles 15

Sept 23 - 2 Chronicles 16
Sept 24 - Luke 21
Sept 25 - 2 Chronicles 17
Sept 26 - 2 Chronicles 18
Sept 27 - Luke 22
Sept 28 - 2 Chronicles 19
Sept 29 - 2 Chronicles 20
Sept 30 - Luke 23

Connections Worship

In a world that runs at top speed, we all need a moment to slow down. Join us for a simple and
meaningful worship service in the Rotunda on Sunday, July 26, at 3pm. Through prayer,
scripture, reflection, and communion, we’ll make space to reconnect with God and find renewal
for the journey ahead. Whether you’ve had a busy or difficult month or just need a quiet
moment in God’s presence, this service offers a welcoming place to receive from God. This
special worship opportunity is offered on the last Sunday of each month. We hope you’ll join
us!

Are you thinking about joining the church?
Have you been considering joining the church? Do you want to know what it means to be a
member? Well, you're in luck. The last Sunday of every month, following the service, grab a
snack and meet with Pastor Liz to learn more about membership in the church. We will meet
in Pastor Liz’s office. There is no need to sign up; just come out.




Dear Friends,

I remember at the beginning of last school year, when Callie didn’t say much to other people
(if you can believe that). At back-to-school night this year, Callie was going around giving high
fives to staff, talking with people, and enjoying some time playing in her new classroom. It is
amazing to see her growth from one year to the next. It warms my heart, as her mother, to see
her in an environment where she has grown comfortable and can thrive.

As adults, sometimes we don’t take the time to reflect on how we have grown in the last year.
But with the circumstances we have faced, the challenges we have experienced, and the joys we
have encountered, we have grown as individuals too. It might not be as easy to see, but we have
changed. Maybe this last year was one where you grew in your faith, where you spent more
time in God’s word, and your prayer life has provided you with a deeper connection with God.
Maybe this last year challenged how you think about God. Maybe you have found that you have
more questions about God and faith and belief than you ever had before. Maybe this last year
challenged you in how you think about the people around you, and you see both neighbors and
strangers differently. Maybe you discovered a new way to live out the gifts and skills God has
given you. Maybe you discovered a change in perspective. Maybe you found yourself reaching
out more and connecting with others.

| encourage you to take some time and think about your own growth. How are you different
from where you were a year ago? Do you think about God or others differently? Do you spend
more or less time with God? As you think about the last year, did you rely more on yourself or
on God to get through each day? After you’ve taken the time to think through that, I want you
to consider what you want for your life a year from now. Do you want to learn something new?
Is there something you want more or less of in your life? Is there an attitude that needs to
change? Whatever it is, God can help you through it.

If you do nothing else, at the very least, take the words of 2 Peter 3:18 to heart. “But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and
forever! Amen.” It doesn’t matter if you have been a Christian for one day or your entire
lifetime; we all have room to grow in our love and knowledge of God.

In His Service,
Pastor Liz Jackson

The Story — a 31-week study of the story of Scripture

This fall, we'll start a 31-week journey through Scripture like never before. We will be using
Max Lucado and Randy Frazee’s book, “The Story,” which sweeps you into the unfolding
progression of Bible characters and events from Genesis to Revelation. This will allow the
stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible to read like a novel. Like any good story, “The Story”
Is filled with intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, and redemption — and this story’s true! You
will find the events, characters, and teachings of the Bible arranged chronologically, timelines
of Bible events, and so much more. This study will be held during Sunday School, starting
September 13. That time doesn’t work for you? Suggest a different time. Sign up at the
Welcome Center or see Pastor Liz for more information.




Attendance

& Income for August

Date 10:30 Sunday Church
Worship School Income
August 2 60 Funding 16,198.00
Ministry | Total + e-giving
August 9 73 Other 2,083.02
Income
August 16 73 Total 18,281.02
Income
August 23 69 Needed $18,698
Budget
Average 72
Attendance Year
to Date

Raisa Emel, September 1 David Christian, September 17

Harold Rawson, September 2 Page R. Waring, September 19
Seth Rogers, September 6 Colin P. Waring, September 20
Jason Jones, September 9 Dale Howey, September 21

N. Carole Wetherbee, September 10 Danielle Torpy, September 22

Helen Calvin, September 10

Annette Geneski, September 24
Nancy Baker, September 17 Lynne Smith, September 25

Matthew Enderle, September 17 Madeline Bryant, September 27

Happy Anniversary

Mark & Renee Burgett, September 10
Jim & Dolores Paxson, September 19

John & Helen Calvin, September 24




DATE FELLOWSHIP LITURGIST NURSERY

September| Bev McKnight & Ann Serva Sarah Shoffler
6 Sydna Shabloski

September | Kim & Jim Zapert Terry Borneman | Maryann Fisher
13

September | Brenda Coder & Jim Paxon
20 Pat Newruck

September Louise & Terry Bev McKnight Maryann Fisher
27 Borneman

Church Office: (570)724-1968
Church Fellowship: Sheila Fields (570) 404-1757
Media Ministry: Dave Bowen (contact office)

Everyday Discipleship
Small Steps, Deep Faith: Rest and Sabbath

God did not just create us to work, but also to rest. Sabbath comes from the Hebrew verb sabat,
which means to stop, cease, or keep. We find the Sabbath rooted in the creation story, where
God created for six days and rested on the seventh day. Sabbath is so important in scripture and
is taken very seriously. Since God rested, this Sabbath rest is sacred. It means keeping the
rhythms that God established, as the Creator and Sustainer of the world. It was important for
Israel to have a rhythm of rest, as this day of rest and worship was a gift from God, who rescued
them from slavery, where there was no rest. Sabbath, though, is far more than just ceasing from
our work. Worship is a vital part of it. It is time to turn our attention back to God, remembering
that our striving, our work, and our worth do not come from what we do but from the fact that
we are God’s beloved children.

Try it out
» Set aside a regular time each week to slow down and rest intentionally.
» Take a prayer walk (or drive) and notice God’s presence in creation.
» Pray Psalm 23 and reflect on what it means for God to restore your soul.

Teddy Bear Donations are always welcome. Please bring your donated
bears to the activity room. If you wash your bears before bringing them in, please wash on hot and dry on high
heat. Clearly label the bag ‘clean.’ If you are able to help with washing the bears, please see Amy Goehring, and
she will direct you. Helpers are always needed to write tags, and put tags on the bears. Thank you for helping
with this valuable ministry.
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Clearances and Safe Sanctuary Training

Lots of amazing opportunities for reaching out to our community are upon us — First Fridays,
Community VBS, and even an opportunity to serve in the nursery. None of these things can
happen without volunteers who have their Safe Sanctuary training, their Child Abuse
Clearances, and their Criminal Background checks. They are all free and good for 5 years. If
you need help, Sarah Shoffler and Sam Erdo can help walk you through the process. It can be
done online or through the mail. Forms and instructions are available at the Welcome Center.

Self Defense Class
September 9 2pm-4pm

All church members are encouraged to come. It is free and very important. Keep in
mind that Self Defense is NOT always about hands on hand combat!!! This class is
designed for Houses of Worship and any and all types of emergencies. Sheriff
Levindoski will talk about “Planning, Preparing, and Thinking it Through” What
if....What will I do...and what can I do beforehand to help myself and those around
me? The Safety and Security Committee is creating teams of people to help our
Church Family get through possible events that may occur. Sheriff Levindoski
spoke about this in his presentation, “The body does not go where the brain has not
thought about.”

The goal of this training is to help us feel safe and prepared. Again that does not
always mean physical engagement! We will talk about evacuation procedures, how
to inform First Responders and what we can do before anything happens to lessen
our risk. Just like the fire drills we did in school. You pray there is never a real
fire, but if there was you know what to do!

We are not the only church doing this, Sheriff Levindoski is working with 5 other
churches in Wellsboro. He continues to take training to be a better instructor for

all of us! Please plan to attend. If you have any questions please feel free to ask
Lory Albin.

I

@% ! \\w}/ﬁ Please join in the Ice cream Social following the
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Jco Croam Sacial  YWorship Service on 9/13. Who doesn't love ice cream?!

Freezer Ministry:

A reminder that there are meals, soups, and desserts available in the freezer in the
Nursery for anyone who can use them. If you can or know of someone who can,
please feel free to access the freezer key near office or call Sam Erdo.
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ath September Salad Day
R o .;/g@j 9/6 There will be a sigh up sheet at the Welcome Center for volunteers

9/16 is the Last Day to order and 9/23 is delivery day.

Please join us for JOURNEY on Thursdays at 10:00am in the Sunday School Room.
Journey was started many years ago by Barb Williard. There is no studying
needed before each class. We use The Upper Room which will be provided. New
hearts and minds are needed to continue this special journey together.
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Bible Study Opportunity:

There will be an 8-week Bible study, Women of the Bible, beginning after Labor Day--
date and time to be determined. Sam & Chuck Erdo will host at their home on Kelsey
Street, Wellsboro with others welcomed to take a turn at their homes. If interested, sign
up on the sheet at the Welcome Center. No book required; materials will be supplied.
See Sam with questions. 570-730-7129.

WANTED - SHEPHERDS

The Shepherd Committee needs some new shepherds. There are many new
names that need to be added to our "flock". If you feel the need to show love and
care to others, please come to our meeting on Tuesday, September 15, at
10:00AM in the Sunday School room, or talk to Bev McKnight. You can fill a need -
please do.

*Raren Huck and her family would Like to send out a stneere thanks of gratitude to
everyone that came out to celebrate the Life of her Aunt-Mary Lou Henneman., From the
sharing of stories, to the bringing of food, set up and preparing food, serving and fellowship,
Karew and her family are very grateful for ALLL






