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Assembly 2018 Highlights Two United Methodist Women
2018 Leadership Team
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from the Susquehanna Conference were among 24 women who
were consecrated as a Deaconess on Friday, May 18, 2018. They
were Allison Francesco, Scranton/Wilkes Barre District and Fawn
McCallister, York District. Our congratulations and prayers are
with these two women as they embark on a new direction God has
called them into. This was a proud moment for all of us.

Ubuntu—A day of service. Pictured second from the right, Toni Oplinger’s group
worked in a kitchen serving lunch.
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Assembly brought out our best
smiles. A time of fellowship,
and laughter was had as we grew in our hope, faith and
love in action with new
boldness.

Photos provided by
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Oplinger.
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CONFERENCE ANNUAL DAY 2018
JUSTICE FOR CREATION!

I’ve been thinking about this quote from primatologist/anthropologist Jane Goodall: “You
cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world around you. What
you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of a difference you
want to make.”

Gretchen Mackey
Vice President

Join us on Saturday, October 20 in Duncansville (Hicks Memorial United Methodist Church) to
explore together how we can make a difference in caring for our world.
See attached registration form and find schedule information bottom of page 4 of this newsletter. Send registrations/
payment (with/without lunch) to Gretchen Mackey, Registrar; 240C Menno Village; Chambersburg, PA 17201 by October 6.)
What kind of difference do you want to make on the world?
TREASURER'S REPORT January—July 31, 2018

Money sent to National as of July 31, 2018


Pledge

$41,604.74



Gift to Mission

$ 450.00



Gift in Memory

$ 975.00



World Thank Offering

$ 1,631.41



SMR (pin)

$ 1,235.00



Call to Prayer

$ 7,604.69



National Mission

$ 7,930.82 (includes Neighborhood Center, Red Bird, & McCurdy)



Brighter Future

$ 100.00



Legacy Fund

$ 321.00



UMCOR

$ 2,750.00



SUS Conference Church $ 560.00 (Mission Central and UM Children’s Home)

Donna Speelman
Treasurer

We are $57 above last year’s Undesignated giving at the end of July. Please continue to send in your unit’s
Pledge throughout the year. Do not wait until the end of the year to send in your gifts.
Our pennies for the Legacy will be collected at the Conference Annual Day. We are hoping each unit collected 150 pennies for each member in their unit to celebrate the UMW’s 150th birthday. You can bring
pennies or trade them in for paper money or a check. Be aware if you use a coin counter at a grocery store
or at a mall, they charge a fee. It is best to do this at your bank. If your unit is not attending the Conference
Annual Day, give your money to your District treasurer or send it to me (Donna Speelman 7600 Yale St.
#706, Harrisburg, PA 17111). If you bring pennies, please do not roll the pennies. I have to unroll them at
my bank. And, especially DO NOT TAPE the rolls. Last year it took awhile to cut all the rolls open. If you
are mailing a check to me, I would like them before Annual Day, October 20, 2018 so I can include that total
when we count up the pennies, dollars, and checks. Last year we collected over $1,400.00. Let’s raise more
than that this year!
If you are sending a check for your Legacy pennies, make the check payable to UMW National. I will send
all checks directly to them. They should send you a receipt. If you make the check payable to SUS UMW, I
will deposit and send one check to National. You will not receive a receipt.

SUSQUEHANNA CONFERENCE

Page 3

President’s Letter—July 2018
Greetings UMW Sisters,
I hope this finds everyone enjoying their summer. My summer has included Mission u and a tour of the East Wing of the
White House.
Assembly was great! It was encouraging and inspiring. I hope everyone who attended had a good experience. I have
enjoyed seeing all of the pictures. I am still getting comments about our scarves!
Annual Conference was also an informative event. Again, thanks to everyone who wore their scarves and colors. We are
becoming more visible to the church at large.
With the upcoming special General Conference February 23-26, 2019, it is important to continue the conversations on a
Way Forward. I encourage everyone to attend the Bishop’s Holy Christian Conversations in their District this September.
Dates and information are on the SUSUMC website at https://www.susumc.org.
A concern that I have for our Conference is reporting our membership. The numbers on the national report and in the
Conference Journal are vastly different. Please see the article about this in this newsletter on page four (4) and pass the
information on to the local organizations. This reporting is used by National to plan programs, so it is very important that
it is accurate.
Annual Day is October 20 at Hicks Memorial UMC in Duncansville, the Altoona District. The theme is “Justice for Creation.”
Thank you for your prayers and support as we go forward serving women, children, and youth world-wide.
In the Peace of Christ,
F.R.O.G. (Forever Rely on God)
Cathy

Cathy Berkey
President

School-to-Prison Pipeline
While attending Assembly May 2018, I stopped by a display focused on the School-to-Prison Pipeline. A
laptop was available to send a message to congress asking for reauthorization of the Juvenile Justice &
Delinquency Prevention Act. I did receive one response from Senator Bob Casey and have included excerpts from his letter below:

Karen Barraco
“Thank you for contacting me about S.860, the Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Reauthoriza- Appointee for
Social Action
tion Act (JJDPRA) of 2017.
On any given day in the United States, approximately 70,000 young people are locked in youth detention or correctional
centers. The first and most comprehensive piece of legislation Congress passed to influence the juvenile justice system
was the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) of 1974. while it has been amended several times
since its passage, at its core, the act created a framework through which the federal government could regulate the juvenile justice system. …. In order to receive federal funding, states were required to follow a set of “core mandates,” imposing limitations and conditions on the use of juvenile incarceration.
See Prison Pipeline page 4
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continued from page 3

JJDPA was last reauthorized in 2002, and while many of its programs have continued to receive appropriations, the authorization for its main provisions expired in 2007. Senators Chuck Grassley of Iowa and Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode
Island introduced S. 860, the Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Reauthorization Act (JJDPRA) of 2017 on April
5, 2017. This bill would reauthorize JJDPA and make a number of changes to the conditions for receiving federal grants
under the program.
S. 860 passed the Senate on August 1, 2017, and leaders are now resolving the differences between the House—and
Senate– passed versions of the bill. The final version will again need to gain House and Senate approval.”
It’s time to get this finished, so states can do what works for young people and communities. If you would like to add your
voice to the cause, go to http://www.act4jj.org/take-action.
Karen Barraco, Appointee for Mass Incarceration
Membership Reporting—This is an urgent message for all of the local UMW groups.
The National organization has changed the way they collect membership information over the past few years. We are all
used to gathering our information and sending it to the District representative. The District would then report for all of the
local units. A few years ago, National requested that the locals do their own reporting online. Since this was a problem
for some locals without internet access, many Districts were inputting the information for the locals. That is very thoughtful, but it results in incorrect information being recorded. At one time you only reported numbers, but now National is using the Membership Survey to gather a lot more information. They are asking questions about use of social media to
plan and advertise events. They are also asking about your local group’s mission focus areas. The only way for this to be
correct, is for the local unit to report it themselves. National is using this information to plan programs and design training
sessions. On a recent go-to-meeting call, a Conference representative pointed out some inconsistencies in her Conference’s report that reflected the District’s focus, not a local focus.
Unfortunately, the Districts who have stopped reporting for the locals have seen a sharp decline in the number of units
reporting. Lewisburg District had three units reporting. In my own District, Scranton/Wilkes-Barre, 58 units sent information in to the District, but only 30 units reported to National. I have not looked at the other Districts, yet; but I am sure
their numbers are similar.
I know this is a lot to ask, but our Conference needs all of the local units to start filing their own membership report. If you
do not have internet access in your unit or your church contact me (Cathy Berkey) at 570-696-2907 for assistance. The
survey will be available from October until February. It takes about 10 minutes to complete. Simply go to unitedmethodistwomen.org and click on the Membership block. Fill in your local church’s zip code and it should auto-fill your District
and Conference. Then just answer the questions as they appear.
We cannot expect National to meet our needs and plan programs that interest us if we do not let them know what those
interests are. If we want Program books that reflect our interest then we need to share what those interests are with National through the annual “Membership Reporting.” I will be contacting the Districts to see how we can make this a reality.
We all know that the local units are the heart and soul of UMW, and this reporting will make sure it stays that way.
Thank you for your help with this important issue.
Peace,
Cathy

Annual Day—Tentative Schedule
8:45 am—registration
9:30 am—gathering music & welcome
See May Conference
10 am—devotions/offering
Newsletter
page 4 for complete
10:15—recognitions
copy of Annual Day flyer
10:45—break
11 am—Justice for Creation
FIND registration as an attach12:30—lunch
ment to this newsletter..
1:15 pm—gathering music
1:30 pm—business meeting

