A huge thank you to all who supported the United Methodist

women over the years. It has been an honor to serve. I have really
mixed feelings about our decision to move in another direction but
I'm also confident that great things are in store for the future! Just

a friendly reminder... if you think of any fundraisers or new minis-

tries... touch base with us and we can figure it out. We would also
like to thank everyone that helped with the rummage sale, the chef salad

sales, running the ARM luncheon, Search and Rescue luncheon, Veteran's Turkey din-
ner, making crafts for the United Methodist women's table or manning the table, help-
ing with the Dicken’s Table, helping make cookies and selling them for our cookie sale,
cooking for a wide variety of events and ministries. We sure have been busy! Your
help is so appreciated! We could not have done it without you! We look forward to our

next adventures in 2026 have a blessed New Year. Cheryl
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SYMBOLISM & SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CARDINAL

The "story of the cardinal" is rich with symbolism, often representing a spiritual
messenger, a sign from a lost loved one, hope, and endurance, especially its
bright red male standing out in winter, while lore connects it to the sun, love
and faithful partnership.

Messengers:

Cardinals are widely seen as visitors from heaven, a sign that a departed loved
one is near, bringing comfort and reminding people they are not alone.

Hope & Life:

Their vibrant red against winter snow symbolizes life, warmth, and hope during
dark times, embodying resilience.

Love & Fidelity:

Cardinals mate for life and feed each other tenderly, symbolizing enduring love
and strong partnerships.
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Dear Friends,

A new year is upon us, and once again, we get a fresh start. So often, at least for me, I am not great at fresh
starts. I might do well for a little while, but then just revert to what is easy, comfortable, and familiar. While I know
that’s not always the best, change is difficult. To change, one first needs the willingness to change. If our hearts’ not
really in it, it’s not going to happen. While the doctor might say that going to the gym 5 days a week would be best for
us, if we don’t have the motivation, it’s not going to happen. As you think about your life, take time to reflect on what
needs to change. Too often, we don’t take the time we need for self-reflection. Take time to reflect on what’s not
working. Is there an area in your life where you feel unfulfilled, bored, or distracted?

When you have discovered what it is that you want to change, you need to discover your why — why do you
want to make the change? Why do you want to put in the hard work? It needs to go deeper than someone else told you
to do it if you really want it to stick. Why is it that you want this change for yourself? What’s in it for you to make this
change? What would it mean for you to look a couple of months down the road and see yourself being successful at
this change? Your why will make all the difference.

Next, create the plan — the how’ of accomplishing your goal. Set goals for yourself that are specific, measura-
ble, achievable, relevant, and time-bound. For example, / will spend 5 minutes each morning in prayer for 3 months.
Make sure your goal is not so big that you can’t achieve it. Set yourself up for success. Even if you have to make 50
smaller goals to reach the big goal you have, that is ok. The important part is that you are making progress.

Romans 12:2 reminds us, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind.” Setting and keeping our goals for growth is exactly what we are doing — we are transforming ourselves
for Christ. As you set (and keep) your New Years resolutions this year, let Psalm 51:10 be your prayer, “Create in me
a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

In His Service,

Pastor Liz Jackson

CONFIRMATION CLASS

We will be starting a confirmation class in the new year for children in 6th grade and older.

If your child is interested, please see Pastor Liz. Our first informational meeting for youth and parents will
be January 18 following Worship Service during Fellowship Dinner.

AN INVITATION

Beginning January 4, 2026, we invite you to join us for a six-week worship series titled The People Called
Methodists. Together, we will trace the story of the Methodist movement:
from Epworth to Oxford, Bristol, Aldersgate Street, and finally City Road Chapel—discovering how
God worked through ordinary people to spark a movement of faith, renewal, and service.
This series is more than a history lesson. It is an opportunity to explore our spiritual heritage, deepen our
understanding of what it means to be Methodist, and reflect on how God is still calling us to
grow in faith, grace, and love today.

Come and discover the story. Come and grow in faith. Come and be part of the people called Methodists.
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Bible Reading Challenge

As we begin a new year, if you haven’t started yet, now would be the perfect time to spend more time in God’s word.

A chapter a day isn’t too overwhelming. You can listen to it, you can have it sent to your email each day, or you can
find a quiet spot in your house and just connect with God. There is no wrong way to do it. The important thing is just

spending time with God.

January 1 — Proverbs 11 January 11 — Mark 2 January 21 — Proverbs 12
January 2 — Judges 11 January 12 — Judges 19 January 22 — Psalm 56-57
January 3 — Judges 12 January 13 — Judges 20 January 23 — Psalm 58-59
January 4 — Judges 13 January 14 — Judges 21 January 24 — Psalm 60-61
January 5 — Judges 14 January 15 — Mark 3 January 25 — Mark 5
January 6 — Judges 15 January 16 — Ruth 1 January 26 — 1 Samuel 1
January 7 — Mark 1 January 17 — Ruth 2 January 27 — 1 Samuel 2
January 8 — Judges 16 January 18 — Ruth 3 January 28 — Mark 6
January 9 — Judges 17 January 19 — Ruth 4 January 29 — 1 Samuel 3
January 10 — Judges 18 January 20 — Mark 4 January 30 — 1 Samuel 4

January 31 — Mark 7
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Date Nursery Volunteers Liturgists Church Fellowship Schedule
January 4 Cheryl Seely Diane Colton Bev McKnight & Synda Shabloski
January 11 Sam Erdo Maryann Fisher Betty & Rowan Reist
January 18 Bill Carson Kim & Jim Zapert
January 25 Bev McKnight Anna Mengel Walt & Diane Colton

Contact Numbers:
Altar Flowers: Church Office
Media Ministry Dave Bowen 570-724-1968

Church Fellowship: Bev McKnight,
570-724-4582

Thank you to everyone who rang the bell for the Salvation Army in front
of the church on Dickens Day. Donations totaled $1177.94
An extra thank you to Trudi Dibble for helping me this year!

Carol Delaney
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CHURCH
ATTENDANCE
& INCOME

Date 10:30 Worship Sunday School Church Income: Dec. 1 thru Dec. 21, 2025
December 7 -8 1 Funding Ministry Income $13,977
December 14 71 5 Other Income $1,172
December 21 96 8 Total Income $15,149

Funding Ministry Budget $18,698

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

January Birthdays

2 - Barbara Auman

6 - Jay Blackwell

7 - Stephanie Shandel
7 - Seth Watkins

12 - Patricia Newruck
18 - Barbara Williard
20 - Anna Mengel

23 - Greg Jackson

25 - James Nichols

31 - Sheila Fields

January Anniversaries

16 - Keith & Amy Goehring
27 - Angelo & Ann Serva
28 - Thana & Paul Leibig
29 - Walter & Diane Colton
30 - Craig & Sheila Fields
31 - Joyce & Dale Howey

Tai Chi Classes with
Trudi

Begin on January 15,
2026

Thurs. 3pm:
Advanced Tai Chi

When winter weather conditions
make travel hazardous or

impossible, the church office Thurs. 5pm:

Advanced Tai Chi

will either open later or be
closed for the day.

Food Drive for Wellsboro Food Pantry

January is designated as one of the months that United
Methodist Church of Wellsboro is asked to have a collection
for the Wellsboro Food Pantry. Items such as canned
vegetables and beans, peanut butter, pasta products, pasta
sauce, rice, crackers, soup and paper
products are always needed.
Monetary donations are also
welcome, as the Food Pantry can

purchase food at a reduced price.




SAVE THE DATE

our church?

scheduled for

January 7, 14 & 21, 2026

Please join us!

Going to the Hospital?
Need a visit?

in the hospital,
pray with you before your
surgery, or just

You are never alone in
whatever challenge
you are facing.

Are you thinking about joining

New membership classes are

at 3:00pm with Pastor Liz.

Pastor Liz is ready to visit you

talk with you if you need to.

Everyday Discipleship

Small Steps, Deep Faith: Listening for God

Faith doesn’t grow all at once — it grows through small, faithful
steps taken each day. This month, we’re focusing on listening for
God. In the busyness of life, it can be hard to slow down long
enough to notice where God is speaking, moving, or inviting us to
grow. Yet, scripture reminds us that God often speaks in a still,
small voice. We just need to take time to listen.

Listening for God doesn’t require special words or long prayers. It
begins with making space — space to breathe, to notice, and to trust
that God is already present with us.

Try it out
You don’t have to do all of these. Choose one and see how God
meets you there.

Five Minutes of Quiet: Set aside five minutes a day to sit in
silence. You might pray, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening,” and simply rest in God’s presence.

Breath Prayer: As you breathe in, pray “Lord Jesus.” As you
breathe out, pray, “Guide me today.” Use this prayer when
you feel rushed or overwhelmed.

One-Sentence Prayer Journal: At the end of each day, write
just one sentence: Where did I notice God today? There are
no right or wrong answers — only awareness.

Listening for God isn’t about getting everything right. It’s about
showing up, trusting that God is near, and allowing our hearts to be
shaped by grace. As we practice listening, we grow more attentive

—not just to God, but to one another and the world God love.
Which practice will you try this month?

Children's Ministry

During this time of HOPE, the Children's Ministry has a very special HOPE: that families will come to
worship at our church and will use our nursery.

Whether they spend time in the nursery with their children, or leave them with our volunteers,
our HOPE will become JOY.

Just as we are READY for Jesus's birth, our nursery is READY for children and families.

Our nursery volunteers have been dedicated to showing up each Sunday, and when no children arrive, they
sit in the back of the church to worship. If a need arises, they return to the nursery.

Please consider volunteering!

FELLOWSHIP DINNER
On January 18, 2026, we will be having a Fellowship Dinner following Worship Service.

After that, Sheriff Levindoski will be here to share with the congregation safety and security
measures for our church. You are invited to stay following fellowship dinner to learn about the
ways to keep our church family safe.




HOPES, DREAMS & GOALS for
2026

“I would pray for more peace and less negative
news and political angst. | pray daily for good
health for our entire church family and more
peace in our country and the world.” ~ Jean
Duchess

“Be a more patient person.” ~ Bev M.

“My ultimate goal is to get my life back and be
able to walk and do the things | used to do...
Without a walker! And that will happen. Of
course, my dream would be that more people
would come to know Christ, and that senseless
wars would end. | like the peace on the Earth
idea! | hope and pray that this church will grow
and grow until we're bursting at the seams!” ~
Maureen Johnston

My goals for the New Year include spending
more time in prayer and becoming a more for-
giving person. ~ Betty Westlake-Reist

I SAID A PRAYER FOR YOU TODAY

| said a prayer for you today
And | know God must have heard
| felt the answer in my heart
Although he spoke no word!
| didn't ask for wealth or fame
(I knew you wouldn’t mind)
| asked Him to send treasures
Of a far more lasting kind!
| asked that He’d be near you
At the start of each new day
To grant you health and blessings
And friends to share your way!
| asked for happiness for you
In all things great and small
But it was for His loving care

| prayed the most of all!

Submitted by Carol Delaney

Nursery Giving tree

Beginning Sunday, December 28th, there will be a small
tree at the welcome center with tags describing needs for
our nursery. The tree will be there until January
25th. Please consider taking home a tag and purchasing a
needed item for the nursery. You may return your items
to the tree until January 25th.

Thank you for your generosity.

The Children's Ministry

The Feast of The Epiphany

Twelfth Night, also known as Epiphany Eve, is a Christian
festival on the last night of the Twelve Days of Christmas,
marking the coming of the Epiphany, the time when the
Three Wise Men were known to visit Christ in the Manger.

At United Methodist Church of Wellsboro, Epiphany Sun-
day will be January 4™.

In 567 AD the Council of Tours proclaimed that the entire
period between Christmas and Epiphany should be cele-
brated, creating what became known as the Twelve day of
Christmas, or Christmastide.

On the last of the 12 days (Twelfth Night), various cultures
have developed a wide range of special festivities. The
punch ‘wassail’ is consumed on Twelfth Night in the UK
where door to door wassailing is still practiced today.
Around the world, special pastries such as King Cake are
baked on Twelfth Night and eaten the following day on the
Feast of the Epiphany. In Ireland, it is still a tradition to
place the statues of the Thee Kings at the manger on Twelfth
Night. In colonial America, a Christmas wreath was always
left up on the front door of each home and taken down,
along with the Christmas tree, at the end of the Twelve Days
of Christmas.

Isn’t it wonderful that the celebration of Jesus’ birth on De-
cember 25™ has been celebrated throughout history with
“Christmastide” celebrations that take us into the dark cold
days of the New Year, warming our hearts and giving us
more time to pause, celebrate and remember what Christ-
mas is all about.

(some info from Wikipedia)

Submitted by Sarah Shoffler
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Submissions of items for
the February, 2026
DEADLINE FOR Messenger are needed in

L HBERHIEIEE  the Church Office by

Wednesday, January 21,

or as soon as possible
after that date.

United Methodist Church of Wellsboro
36 Main Street
PO Box 547
Wellsboro PA 16901
Church Office Phone: 570-724-1968
Hours 8:00am to 2:00pm M -T-THURS.

8:00am-12:00pm FRI.

Email: umcow@epix.net

Website: www.umcow.org

Rev. Elizabeth Jackson, Pastor
Cell Phone 717-332-1916
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.




