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Bible Reading Challenge

Have you ever noticed how a single verse can stay with you throughout the day? God’s word
has a way of meeting us exactly where we are — offering comfort when we’re weary, guidance
when we’re uncertain, and encouragement when we need hope. As we continue reading through
the Bible, remember that the goal isn’t simply to finish a reading plan. The goal is to spend time
with God and allow scripture to shape our hearts and lives. Whether you’ve been reading from
the beginning or are just considering joining, it’s never too late to start. Every day is a fresh
opportunity to listen to God’s voice. If you would like to receive each day’s chapter along with
a devotional reflection, please sign up through the church office or on the sign-up sheet at the
Welcome Center. We’d love to have you join us on this journey through God’s word.

August 1 - 1 Chronicles 13 August 12 - Luke 8 August 23 - Luke 12
August 2 - 1 Chronicles 14 August 13 - 1 Chronicles 21  August 24 - 1 Chronicles 28
August 3 - Luke 5 August 14 - 1 Chronicles 22 August 25 - 1 Chronicles 29
August 4 - 1 Chronicles 15 August 15 - Luke 9 August 26 - Luke 13
August 5 - 1 Chronicles 16 August 16 - 1 Chronicles 23  August 27 - Proverbs 16
August 6 - Luke 6 August 17 - 1 Chronicles 24  August 28 - Psalm 89
August 7 - 1 Chronicles 17 August 18 - Luke 10 August 29 - Psalm 90 - 91
August 8 - 1 Chronicles 18 August 19 - 1 Chronicles 25  August 30 - Psalm 92 - 93
August 9 - Luke 7 August 20 - 1 Chronicles 26 August 31 - Psalm 94

August 10 - 1 Chronicles 19  August 21 - 1 Chronicles 27
August 11 - 1 Chronicles 20  August 22 - Luke 11

Connections Worship
In a world that runs at top speed, we all need a moment to slow down. Join us for a simple and
meaningful worship service in the Rotunda on Sunday, August 30, at 3pm. Through prayer,
scripture, reflection, and communion, we’ll make space to reconnect with God and find renewal
for the journey ahead. Whether you’ve had a busy or difficult month or just need a quiet
moment in God’s presence, this service offers a welcoming place to receive from God. This
special worship opportunity is offered on the last Sunday of each month. We hope you’ll join
us!

Try it out
» Choose one daily routine and invite God into it through prayer.
» Put your phone away during one activity each day and be fully present.
» Use short prayers throughout the day, such as “God, I need you.”



Dear Friends,

While on vacation at the beginning of July, Greg and | got the experience of taking a sailing
cruise. Earlier that day, the captain told us how the wind was not very strong, and she’d had to
run the engine most of the day for the trip. However, our group was lucky. The wind was just
right. So, as we navigated our way out of the dock, the sails came down, and the engine turned
off. The wind took us out and back. And without the loud hum of the engine, we were able to
enjoy a nice, peaceful ride.

As | watched the wind fill the sails, I couldn’t help but think about the Holy Spirit. In Genesis,
we find the Hebrew word ruach, which is translated as breath, wind, or spirit. We see it in
Genesis 1:2, where the ruach of God hovers over the waters. In Genesis 2:7, God breathes
ruach into man’s nostrils. In Genesis 8:1, God sends a ruach over the earth to recede the
floodwaters. | would encourage you to keep digging through the text, because there are far more
examples than I can get into now. According to a Logos Bible study article, “To have the ruach
of God was to have life, to have the ruach taken away was to no longer possess life...God’s
ruach is clearly God himself in action.” God’s ruach sustains us.

Going back to the sailboat, the wind sustained the boat. The wind kept it moving. Sure, the
engine could do the work, but that is not what a sailboat is designed for. We are the same way.
We can keep ourselves going on our own. But we have to work hard. It is not easy to sustain
ourselves. But when we allow God’s ruach to fill us, we find life. We find that we are able to
do things we never imagined possible. As we enjoy the last bit of summer, | invite you to just
notice the wind. Let it remind you of the ruach, God’s Spirit moving through us. Let the wind
remind you of the life God has filled you with.

And maybe, you can allow the words of the hymn to be your prayer as you recognize the power
and presence of the Holy Spirit: Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living
God, fall afresh on me. Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on
me.

In His Service,
Pastor Liz Jackson

Are you thinking about joining the church?

Have you been considering joining the church? Do you want to know what it means to be a
member? Well, you’re in luck. The last Sunday of every month, following the service, grab a
snack and meet with Pastor Liz to learn more about membership in the church. We will meet
in Pastor Liz’s office. There is no need to sign up; just come out.



*Attendance & Income for July

Date 10:30 Sunday Church
Worship School Income
July 5 54 Funding | Total + e-giving
Ministry $7,892 + $1215
July 12 73 Other $1950
Income
July 19 57 Total $9107
Income
Needed $18,698
Budget
Average 72
Attendance Year
to Date

Ann Rawson, August 2

Ardys Boostrom, August 4

Brenda Bliss, August 5
Isaac A. Bechtel, August 9
Caitlin Ann Bowen, August 13

Thomas Reasinger, August 13
Dolores Paxson, August 14
Drew Patrick, August 14

Mike Johnston, August 16

Fawntay Marie Paxson, August 5

Loretta Jones Rice, August 17
Sadie Jackson, August 19
Mary Shrawder, August 20
Tricia Krick, August 22
Mark Copp, August 22
Raina Gruver, August 23
Thomas Bird, August 23
Maryann Fisher, August 25
Heather Waring, August 25
Seth J. Bechtel, August 25
Robert Blair, August 28

David & Karen Huck, August 1
Jeremy & Valerie Bechtel, August 5
Kermit & Mary Shrawder, August 7
Kenneth & Donna Mettler, August 10
Jacob & Raina Gruver, August 13

William & Vickie Christian, August 20

Craig & Sheila Fields, August 21

Seth & Bonnie Rogers, August 27

Thomas & Lynn Bird, August 27

Todd & Jessica Sweet, August 28

Dale & Joyce Howey, August 30




*IMPORTANT DATES*
DATE | FELLOWSHIP | LITURGIST | NURSERY

August 2 Linda Grogan & Maryann Fisher

Cheryl Seely
August 9 Maureen & Mike Bill Carson Sarah Shoffler
Johnston
August 16 | Cathy Mack & Sam Anna Mengel
Erdo
August 23 Bev McKnight & Jean Dutchess

Sydna Shabloski
August 30 | Betty & Rowan Reist Todd Crumb

Contact Numbers:
Church Office: (570)724-1968
Church Fellowship: Sheila Fields (570) 404-1757
Media Ministry: Dave Bowen (contact office)

Everyday Discipleship
Small Steps, Deep Faith: Practicing Presence
It is easy to do many things at one time, especially in today’s world. We try to get as much done
as we possibly can. Sometimes, we find ourselves exhausted by the end of the day. Do you ever
find that you just want more time just to be with God? Well, here’s the good news. God meets
us not only in holy moments, but in ordinary ones. Practicing presence means becoming aware
of God in the middle of everyday routines — while driving, cooking, working, or caring for
others. When we are fully present, we open ourselves to holy moments we might otherwise
miss.

Clearances and Safe Sanctuary Training

Lots of amazing opportunities for reaching out to our community are upon us — First Fridays,
Community VBS, and even an opportunity to serve in the nursery. None of these things can
happen without volunteers who have their Safe Sanctuary training, their Child Abuse
Clearances, and their Criminal Background checks. They are all free and good for 5 years. If
you need help, Sarah Shoffler and Sam Erdo can help walk you through the process. It can be
done online or through the mail. Forms and instructions are available at the Welcome Center.



SUNDAY | MONDAY | TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY | FRIDAY | SATURDAY
1
llam-
Barbara
Williard
Memorial
Refreshment
Following
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
10:30am - 4pm - llam-Tai 1lam- Tai Chi 5:00pm- Tai
Worship Quilting | Chi (Amy) (Trudi) Chi (Trudi)
Service 6pm - AA 3pm - SoulV | 6:30pm -Scouts
Annual Church 6:30pm -
Picnic followin, :
Worshi}; 8 Praise Team 7pm - AA
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10:30am - 10am- Food | 1lam-Tai 11:00am- Ta1 5pm-Tai Chi
Worship | Pantry Chi (Amy) Chi (Trudi) (Trudi)
Fellowship | 4pm - 3pm - SoulV
Quilting 6:30pm-Scouts 6pm-UPMC 7pm - AA
6pm - AA 6:30pm - Grief Group
Praise Team
16 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:30am- 4pm - llam-Tai 1lam-Tai Chi 5pm-Tai Chi
Worhip Quilting Chi (Amy) (Trudi) (Trudi)
Fellowship 6pm - AA 3pm - SoulV | 6:30pm -Scouts
Messenger 6:30pm -
Deadline Praise Team 7pm - AA
26 27 28 29 30 31
10:30am - 4pm - 10am-Food 1lam-Tai Chi 5pm-Tai Chi
Worship Quilting Bank (Trudi) (Trudi)
Fellowship | 6pm - AA 11:00am-Tai Tpm-AA
3pm - . Chi (Amy) 6:30pm-Scouts
Connections _3pm - SoulV | 6;30pm -
Worship Praise Team




Annual Church Picnic
Sunday, August 2

Our church picnic will take place on Sunday, August 2 at the
pavilion at Packer Park. We will plan to eat about 12:30pm.

Beverages, hot dogs and rolls will be provided. Please bring a dish-
to-share, your table service and, if you wish, meat to grill if you
would like something other than hot dogs.

Please plan to attend! We will have a great time fellowshipping with

each other.

Hymn Sing
Everyone is invited to an old-fashioned hymn sing on Sunday, August 16, at 4pm. If you are

able, please bring finger foods to share for after the service.

Back to School Blessing

Students, teachers, and all who work for the school system are invited to worship on Sunday,
August 16, for a special blessing before heading back to school. Students are encouraged to
bring their backpacks.

New Study — This Fall

Do you ever wish reading the Bible was easier? Do you find yourself getting lost in all the unfamiliar names
and stories that seem to repeat themselves? Do you just wish the Bible felt more accessible? This fall, we will
be starting a 31-week journey through scripture like never before. We will be using Max Lucado and Randy
Frazee’s book, “The Story,” which sweeps you into the unfolding progression of Bible characters and events
from Genesis to Revelation. This will allow the stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible to read like a novel.
Like any good story, “The Story” is filled with intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, and redemption — and this
story’s true! You will find the events, characters, and teachings of the Bible are arranged chronologically,
timelines of Bible events, and so much more. Sign up at the Welcome Center or see Pastor Liz for more
information.

Self Defense Class
September 9 2pm-4pm

All church members are encouraged to come. It is free and very important. Keep in mind that
Self Defense is NOT always about Hand to Hand combat!!! This class is designed for Houses of
Worship and any and all types of emergencies. Sheriff Levindoski will talk about “Planning,
Preparing, and Thinking it Through” What if....What will I do...and what can I do beforehand to
help myself and those around me? The Safety and Security Committee is creating teams of
people to help our Church Family get through possible events that may occur. Any questions
please feel free to ask Lori Albin.
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Our Annual Trail Run helps us continue supporting families in our community! Our mission is to share
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and protect the sanctity of all human life by equipping and empowering
parents with life-affirming and compassionate counseling, medical services, education and essential
resources! All of our services are completely free to the community! Last year we were able to serve
154 individuals in our community with free pregnancy tests, limited obstetric ultrasounds, pregnancy,
parenting, and life-skills classes, material items for children 2 and under, compassionate peer-based
counseling, and referrals to other community resources! The funds raised from our Trail Run help
make our services possible and shows our clients that they matter to other community members!

We are looking for individuals, couples, or families from your congregation to run, walk, or
volunteer! Registration and volunteer positions can be found on the race website by scanning the QR
code in the flyer or going to runsignup.com and searching for the Heart of Tioga race!

Heart of Tioga

TRAIL RUN

7th Annual 5K Race for

Heart of Tioga Pregnancy and Parenting Support

OUSAND HILLS
458 PHIPPEN RD
WELLSBORO, PA

1~ a

ONLINE REGISTRATION AT: www.runsignup.com

EVENT FEE through Online Registration: $25
Online Registration Ends August 20, 2026
Kids 10 and under: $12 or $60- Family(same household)
Registration day of event: $30
Kids 10 and under: $15 or $75 - Family(same household)
Day-Of Registration: 7:30AM-8:30AM

POST RACE BREAKFAST FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS!

First 100 registrations receive a free T-shirt

Register to Walk, Run or Volunteer

Going to the hospital? Having surgery? Need a visit?
Pastor Liz is ready to visit you in the hospital, pray with you before your surgery, or just talk with you
if you need to. You are never alone in whatever challenge you are facing.




